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Tibetan Buddhist art / News

Buddhist composer Philip Glass in
dialogue with a storied Tibetan art
collection

The Smithsonian commissioned the composer to create a
performance responding to an exhibition of objects from
the illustrious Tibetan Buddhist art collection of Alice
Kandell

Installation view of Encountering the Buddha: Art and Practice Across
Asia at the Smithsonian National Museum of Asian Art
Courtesy the Smithsonian Institution

Gabriella Angeleti
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commissioned the minimalist composer Philip Glass to
craft a hypnotic 90-minute performance responding to
artworks in its long-term exhibition Zncountering the
Buddha: Art and Practice Across Asia, which features more
than 240 sacred Buddhist objects including pieces from
the collection of the New York-based collector Alice
Kandell.

Kandell’s lifelong fascination with Buddhist art began
when she traveled to Sikkim in the 1960s to attend the
coronation of her friend Hope Cooke, a former classmate
from Sarah Lawrence who happened to meet and marry
the crown prince of Sikkim—a previously autonomous
region (now part of India) between China and Tibet that
was a hotspot on the “hippie trail”, a popular overland
travel route between Europe and South Asia that became
more fraught with the advent of political turmoil in the
Middle East in the late 1970s.

Kandell was a psychology student at Harvard University at
the time and, despite her parents’ wishes, skipped her
exams to make the trip, with the encouragement of her
professor. “He said that history was being made, and that
someone from the department should be there to witness

it,” she says.

Kandell acquired most of her collection first-hand. “I
bought some pieces at auction but gave them all away
over time,” she says. “The Tibetan people didn’t want to
sell these things. Some years after the Chinese

annexation, their children and grandchildren had to let

them go—they wanted televisions, refrigerators.”
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Detail of the Tibetan Buddhist Shrine Room from the Alice S. Kandell
collection
Photo: John Bigelow Taylor (2017)

The immersive Buddhist shrine room at the National

Museum of Asian Art—the institution’s most-visited
exhibition—was assembled in 2010 with works from

Kandell s personal collection, and was expanded in 2017
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